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Buying your first
home can be a challenge.
The prospect of saving
enough money for a down
payment and securing
a mortgage can be dis-
couraging for many first-
time buyers. A tiny home
could be an appealing
alternative. Here’s what
you need to know.

What’s a tiny home?

As the name suggests,
a tiny home is a small
dwelling. Generally rang-
ing in size from 300 to 600
square feet, it’s designed
to maximize all usable
space while emphasiz-
ing functionality. Some
tiny homes are built with
foundations, and others
are mounted on wheels
for mobility.

What are the advan-
tages?

Affordability is the
primary draw. Depend-
ing on various factors,
such as the home’s size,
complexity and location,
the cost could range from
about $30,000 to $110,000.
This price difference
largely sets tiny homes
apart from traditional
single-family dwellings.

For first-time buyers, it
can be a particularly wise
choice.

Because they’re small-
er, tiny homes consume
less energy, helping resi-
dents reduce their carbon
footprint. Many owners
also choose recycled or
reclaimed materials for
the construction, further
minimizing their envi-

ronmental footprint.

What should you
consider?

If you’re used to larg-
er spaces, living in a tiny
home may require some
lifestyle adjustments. For
instance, hosting large
gatherings and sharing
your personal space can
be more difficult. You
may also encounter com-

plications if you live in a
municipality that doesn’t
yet allow tiny home con-
struction.

In any case, a tiny
home can be a smart
step to homeownership.
Would you like to learn
more and explore your
options? Consult a real es-
tate professional in your
area.

Thinking about buying your first property? Discover tiny homes!

Check out our large selection of NEW Model Homes!
Dream Homes

MADE TO ORDER

Hours: Mon. & Thurs. 9-8 • Tues. & Wed. 9-5 • Fri. 9-4:30 • Closed Sat. & Sun.

Celebrating 64 years in business
RRTT.. 114455 ,, WWAALLNNUUTTPPOORRTT
661100--776677--55224488 •• wwwwww..bbeecckkeerrhhoommeessooffppaa..ccoomm

C

RRRTTT 111444555 WWWAAALLLNNNUUUTTTPPPOOORRRTTT

Becker
Homes

Established 1961
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844 Catawissa Road, Tamaqua
OPEN MON.-SAT. 8 AM-5 PM

@kochsfarmservice

570-668-3849
FEED GREATNESS™

Lime • Fertilizer
Seed • Soil • Mulch

Weed & Feed
Pesticides, Herbicides,

Fungicides

and everything else you
need for SPRING!

.*#" $+)- (!)'/#!& /,#%
•

As the weather warms up, consider these
tips to help bring a garden back to life.

·Discard the deadweight.Winter can take its toll on a garden, even in
regions where the weather between December and early spring is not
especially harsh. Discard dead plants that have lingered into spring
and prune any perennials that need it. Branches that fell during win-
ter storms also should be removed at this point if they have not pre-
viously been discarded.

· Test the soil. Soil testing kits can be purchased at local garden cen-
ters and home improvement retailers. Such tests are inexpensive and
can reveal if the soil needs to be amended to help plants thrive in the
months to come.

· Mulch garden beds. Mulching benefits a garden by helping soil re-
tain moisture and preventing the growth of weeds. Various garden
experts note that mulching in spring can prevent weed seeds from
germinating over the course of spring and summer. That means
plants won’t have to fight with weeds for water when the temperature
warms up. It also means gardeners won’t have to spend time pulling
weeds this summer.

�oŘŇ Path to a HappieŇ Home!

,EATIN' Ľ AIR CONDITIONIN' Ľ SERrICE Ľ MAINTENANCE

INSTALLATIONS Ľ DUCTLESS SYSTEMS Ľ INDOOR AIR YUALITY

Sprıng
Savıng

s

ˆˌˆTEM INˆTALLATION/ ˅EPLACEMENT
10% off
Not to be combined Restrictions may apply Expires: 6/1/26

*Present coupon at time o˙ estimate*

*Free Estimates * GreatWarranties * Easy Financing*
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If your lawn is looking
dry and brown, try these
tips to bring your grass
back to life.

Water your lawn
Grass that’s brown

isn’t necessarily dead;
many grasses go dormant
during hot, dry spells. To
revive the grass, water
your lawn early in the
morning and ensure it
gets at least one inch of
moisture a week.

Do a soil test
Test your soil for nu-

trient content and pH to
determine what fertilizer
type to use and whether
to add lime to lower its
acidity. Over fertilizing,

using the wrong fertilizer
and having soil that’s too
acidic can cause grass to
die.

Get rid of thatch build-
up

Too much thatch—de-
composed plant matter
that builds up between
the soil and grass—can
make your yard look bar-
ren. Use a power rake
to loosen the thatch and
bring it to the surface to
make room for new grass
shoots.

If these tips don’t help,
contact a landscaping ex-
pert to get a professional
opinion.

How to save a
dying lawn

Hose pipe on dry and parched grass

Residential and Commercial
Complete Septic Specialists
Spriirinniinggnng Cleeleaaeeannaan Up Timmimeemme, Donnon’t Forggorgeeggetteet

tooto AddAdddddd Seppeptiiticciic Syssysttssteettemmeem Cleeleaaeeannaaniinninniinggnng
tooto yooyouuoourruur Spriirinniinggnng “To Do” Lissisttsst

LLet us care ff
p
for your septic systemǰ

so it �ill take care of you all
summer long.

R id ti l d C i l

661100--668811--66226644
11--887777--888811--66226644
Credit Cards Accepted

CLIP AND �AVE!!!

$1000
OFF ANY
SEPTIC
SERVICE

This coupon expires 6-30-2026.

Barbosa Sewer & Drain make quality service their goal. A family owned
& operated business for 27 years, with over 30 years of experience in this
field. The company has lifelong ties to the local area, and is proud to serve
its customers with all of their septic needs, including septic cleanings,
repairs, and installations.

Call now to schedule your spring septic system cleaning to keep your
system running smoothly and to become one of their many loyal customers.

/Rcall\ Call

610•681•6264

CredLt Cards $ccepted • 4ualLt\ 6erYLce Guaranteed
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Do your tomatoes split
just as they’re becom-
ing ripe enough to eat?
Tomato splitting occurs
because of fluctuations
in how much water the
plants receive. If there’s a
heavy rainstorm right af-
ter a dry spell, the insides
of the tomatoes start to
expand more rapidly than
the fragile outer skin can
handle.

Here are a few ways
to prevent your tomatoes
from splitting this sum-
mer:

• Use mulch. Ap-
plying mulch around the
base of your tomato plants
helps with maintaining
regular soil moisture lev-
els. You can use straw,
pine needles, shredded
bark or a store-bought
blend.

• Water regularly.
Water your tomatoes at
regular intervals, making
sure to provide them with
about one to two inches of
water each week. Water-
ing them regularly helps
prevent them from ab-
sorbing too much liquid
following a heavy rain-
storm.

• Choose resistant
varieties. Some hybrid
tomato plants are bred to
have tougher skins on the
fruit. Ask at a nursery or
gardening store about va-
rieties most resistant to
cracking.

For more tips on how
to grow high-quality to-
matoes, visit your local
garden center.

How to prevent your
tomatoes from splitting

Got
A NEWS
SCOOP?

tneditorial@tnonline.com

Send it our way!

5�0 1Rr-%ath %OYG.� 1RrthaPStRn
610-262-4566

+RXrs� 0Rn.-FrL. �-�� 6at. �-4
Open SunGD\s ��4

&ORsHG $OO 0aMRr +ROLGa\s

Poor 5GGF. Poor 5oKĚ.
Poor .Cwn.

GrGCě 5GGF. GrGCě 5oKĚ.
GrGCě .Cwn.

Improve Your SeeG.
Improve Your Soil.
mprove Your /Dwn.

Discover the
“Jonathan Green” Difference

on your lawn today.

.

I

Im

5,000
sq. It. EDg

$31.99
� lE EDg

$22.99

k Our FDmil\ KDs Eeen growing greDt�looking lDwns Ior si[ generDtions!”

How to CKoose GrDss SeeG
Are you ready to begin the process of growing your
perfect lawn, but you’re too stumped on which grass
to purchase?

StDrt E\ Dsking \ourselI tKese ke\ questions:
• How mDn\ Kours oI sun Goes m\ lDwn get
eDFK GD\?

• How muFK grDss seeG Go I neeG?
• 'oes m\ lDwn e[perienFe KigK trDIoF Irom
kiGs or pets?

Once you have these answers, you can choose the best grass seed for your lawn based
on the name of the mixture. Keep in mind that you may need more than one type of
grass seed for your specific property. For example, a shade blend is needed for under
trees and areas alongside large structures that do not get much sun. However, if the rest
of your lawn gets 8 or more hours of sun per day, it’s best to get a heat-tolerant, sunny
blend.

Jonathan Green Black Beauty® grass seed mixtures come in many varieties including
Sunny, Heavy Traffic, Dense Shade, and more! Black Beauty grass has naturally dark-
green color, a waxy coating to preserve moisture, and a uniform texture. Its naturally
occurring endophytes make it insect and disease-resistant and its ability to grow roots up
to 4 feet deep saves you money on your water bill.

AvDilDEle Dt Miller Suppl\ AFe HDrGwDre
5�0 1Rr-%ath %OYG.� 1RrthaPStRn _ 610-262-4566

+RXrs� 0Rn.-FrL. �-�� 6at. �-4� 6Xn. �-4� &ORsHG $OO 0aMRr +ROLGa\s

Black Beauty®
GrDss SeeG

is naturally dark-green
in color, has a uniform
texture, and a waxy

leaf coating to preserve
moisture.

Custom Monument
Designs

mmmooonnnuuummmeeennntttsss
markers - benches
lettttteriiring - repairs

cleaninggg

348 East White St., Summit Hill
570-645-3415

Walters
Monument
Companyp y

2nd Generation Familyyy Business
2nd Generation Crafttftsssmanship
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As one of the most-used rooms
in the home, your kitchen deserves
thoughtful attention to both func-
tionality and style. One detail
that often gets overlooked is the
window coverings. Here are some
ideas to consider.

Consider your cooking habits
Do you love spending time in the

kitchen whipping up a variety of
dishes? If so, you know that kitch-
ens get dirty fast. Grease particles
and splatters will sooner or later
end up on your window coverings.
For avid cooks, vertical blinds
made of wood or synthetic materi-

als are ideal because they’re quick
and easy to clean.

Do you prefer simple or no-cook
meals? Are your windows located
far away from your appliances? If
so, fabric curtains can be a great
choice. They match any decor and
are perfect for large windows when
you’re looking for a stylish yet af-
fordable option.

Think about the atmosphere
you want to create

Depending on the amount of
sunlight in the room and the colors
of your furniture or flooring, your

choice of window covering can in-
fluence the mood in your kitchen.
White-washed shutters paired with
light wood flooring create a bright,
clean look. Canvas solar shades
and warm-toned cabinets provide a
softer, more intimate vibe.

Your kitchen window cover-
ings should reflect how you use
the space and the atmosphere you
want to create every time you walk
in.

Visit your local shops to find the
perfect window coverings.

“What window coverings should I
use in the kitchen?”

Beautiful white sink near window in modern kitchen

1044 Summer Valley Rd.
New Ringgold

570-943-2367

1

Call or stop in today!

Locally owned and operated
since 1985

Factory authorized warranty
technicians ready to service

your equipment

Visit us at:
www.getzpersonalcare.com

ProviidingQualityyt Care
foor over 50 yearrs

Rates fromm$3000 to $3400. Inclludes basic
care, laundry, housekeeping,mmedication

management, cable andmmore!
1026 Scennic Dr. • Kunkletown,, PA 18058

570-629-1334
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Want to use paint to give your stair-
case a budget-friendly transformation?
Stairs have many distinct elements,
including risers, treads and banisters.
These features make your staircase the
perfect place in your home to indulge
your creativity. Here are a few ideas to
inspire you.

• Monochrome decor. Create
depth by using the same color, or sever-
al shades of it, on both the walls and the
stairs. The result will be quite striking!

• Bold contrast. Give your stair-
case a look that’s dramatic yet refined

with dark tones like black or indigo on
the risers and banister. You could also
break up the monotony and add visual
interest by choosing a color that con-
trasts with your walls.

• Riser spotlight. Paint the ris-
ers white to give your space a bright
and airy look, or use a bold color to
liven it up and attract attention. For a
playful touch, alternate between two
complementary shades.

Grab your paintbrushes and let your
creativity flow!

Stylish ideas for painting a staircase
Go ahead, give it some personality!

Wood staircase inside contemporary white modern house

BUY RECYCLED AND SAVE
When you buy products made from recycled materials,

recycling keeps working. To find out more, call 1-800-CALL-EDF.

���� +aPLlton Boulevard, $llentown • 610-398-7200

WWW.ABNATURALSTONE.COM
PICKUP or )AST DELIVER< AVAILABLE!

:alkways • :alls • Patios • Driveways • Pool Decks
Pillars • Steps 	 Planters • Mulches • Decorative Stone

Concrete Pavers • Stepping Stones • Crushed Stone • Topsoil
Belgian Block • )abrics • Sands • Poly Sands • :all Block

IT’S A SPRING THING,
AB NATURAL STONE!

After months of winters grip The Lehigh valley has begun
to wake up to the sounds, smells and colors of spring. Our
Landscape supply yard is full of new inventory just waiting
to make its way to your homes and businesses. Mountains
of Mulch have been freshly ground, dyed and in some cases
aged to perfection.Our stone bins are full of all your favorites
for your touch ups and new landscape bed installations.
WE PRIDE OURSELVES ON THE QUALITY OF OUR
MATERIALS AND ENCOURAGE YOU TO INVESTIGATE
THE DIFFERENCES WE DELIVER.

AB NATURAL STONE is a family owned and operated
company with over 31 years experience of our respective
fields. We continually strive to bring you the best quality
products, at competitive pricing, with a fast delivery time.
Our help extends to you, the do-it-yourself homeowner or
the seasoned contractor looking for quality materials.

I’d like to thank you, our customers, and the East Penn
Press team for your continued support. If we could be of
any service to you (even for advice), we are here and more
than willing to help. We are conveniently located at 4337
HAMILTON BLVD, ALLENTOWN PA 18104 or by phone at
610-398-7200 WWW.ABNATURALSTONE.COM.



TENT SALE
MAY 1ST, 2ND 	 3RD

120 N MAIN STREET � ALBURTIS, PA 18011 � 610-966-3556

SFKeGule <our Summer SerYiFe NoZ�
StoYe CleaninJV aIter SeptemEer �Vt Zill Ee an aGGitional �75

0%
FOR 12MONTHS
on select stoves to qualified Euyers.

Expires June �� 2026

www.kcstovesandfireplaces.com

50% DEPOSIT
IS DUE WHEN ORDER IS PLACED

MUST BE PICKED UP BY -ULY 31st
DELIVERY AVAILABLE THRU

SEPTEMBER 30TH

PREMIUM PELLETS $295.00
$85.00 FOR DELIVERY OF 1ST TONN
$10.00 FOR EACH ADDITIONAL TON

DELIVERY RATES ARE FOR FULL TONS ONLY

EARLY BUY ENDS MAY 23, 20266
DELIVERY LIMITED TO FLAT PAVED SURFACES ONLY

EARLY BUY ONWOOD PELLETS

CALL TODAY!
610-966-3556

CALL
ABOUT

SOFTWOOD
PELLETS

OPEN HOUSE
MAY 1ST, 2ND 	 3RD

TThheerree wwiiOOOO bbee aa ���� suurrcchhaarge aaddddeedd tto creddiitt ccaarrdd SSurchhaasseess

BAREFOOT
HARDWOOD PELLETS

23.8 LB. BAGS
$360.00 PER TON SOFTWOOD PELLETS
SAVE UP TO

20%
on selecW models

Turn up the heat with a new
wood, gas, pellet, coal stove or fireplace!

Family owned since 1988, KC Stoves and Fireplaces has everything you
need toheat your homeefficiently. Just take awalk throughour showroom
where you can see our full line of quality products. We have 70 units on
display and 50 operating units for you to check out.

Let’s talk choices….. We carry a full line of stoves from Harman, Quadra-
Fire, Jotul, Heatilator, Hearthstone, Travis Industries, DS Stoves, Lopi,
DaVinci and Fireplace Xtrordinair. Don’t let the choices overwhelm you.
Our knowledgeable sales staff is here to help you pick the perfect unit to fit
your needs.

Worry free installation is also available. Our NFI certified technicians will
install your unit efficiently andprofessionally. All you need to do is sit back,
relax and enjoy the comfort of your new fireplace or stove from KC Stoves!

We guarantee youwill findwhat youneed to heat your homeandwill not be
disappointed. Don’t believe us?

Here are a fewwords from our customers:

“I can’t even begin to tell you how great these people are to deal with!
From the person who answers the phone to the service person who comes
to your house! I have dealt with other local companies in the past several
years and there is absolutely NO comparison. The service is fast and reliable
and no pressure selling of services or items that you don’t need. They
correct the problem and answer any questions that you may have. I would
100% recommend that you give these people a call. They are honest and
professional and I have no doubt that you will NOT be disappointed!”
-Linda G.

“We had a problem with a new fireplace. Keith came out to investigate and
found the problem was with an air intake that was still under warranty.
When the new air intake was available Keith came out and completed the
replacement. We had a great experience with KC Stoves & fireplace.”
-Brian D.

“Great place! After shopping around the Harrisburg Hershey area, we went
to KC Stoves to buy our fireplace insert and have them install it. Fast forward
years to 2025 and our remotewent out. Theywere very helpful of getting the
new remote programmed to the fireplace. Trying to find the receiverwas not
easy and to find the little hole to poke the paper clip into was difficult to see.
Needed to use a long screwdriverwith a paper clipwrappedat the end to get
to it. If you’re looking for great prices and helpful technician’s and pleasant
and patient ladies on the phone walking you through the problems. Go to
KC Stoves!” -Mike B.

“Positive experience all around this guy is a wizard!” -Joseph N.

“We’ve been working with KC for about 20+ years now and are very pleased
with their timely service and high quality product offerings. We have a pellet
stove dealer for life.” -Philip T.
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Every spring, it’s a good idea to in-
spect your roof to see if it withstood
the winter months. This will help you
identify any problems and take neces-
sary action. Here’s what you need to
know when doing a thorough visual
inspection of your roof.

Safety first
Climbing onto your roof can be

risky. Ensure you use appropriate
safety equipment, including closed-
toe, non-slip shoes, a sturdy ladder and
a safety harness. Having someone help
you stabilize the ladder and be avail-
able in an emergency is also a good
idea.

Additionally, ensure the roof is dry
before inspecting it. Choose a day with
minimal wind and cool temperatures
to avoid working on a screaming hot
surface.

Things to check
First, remove any debris, such as

leaves. Then, inspect all accessible

parts of the roof to identify problems
such as:

• Standing water
• A damaged or deformed membrane
• An uneven gravel layer
• Cracked sealing joints
• Rusted or flimsy flashing
• Protruding nails
• Missing, broken or lifted shingles
• Mold

It’s also a good idea to examine your
attic, walls and ceilings while you’re at
it. Check for signs of water infiltration
or poor ventilation. Unpleasant odors,
mold, excessive moisture and peel-
ing paint are telltale signs that some-
thing’s amiss.

If you notice an issue, don’t wait for
it to worsen. Seek professional help. If
you’re uncomfortable inspecting your
roof, call a local roofing professional
to get the most accurate assessment of
your roof’s condition.

The importance of inspecting your roof: how to avoid unpleasant surprises

Missing shingles on roof due to storm damage.

Traditional &
Naturalistic
Landscape
Services

We offer both

PETRITSCH
LANDSCAPING &
GARDEN CENTER LLC

√ sŃƜƸďs
√ ƙĠƜĠūūŉ�Šs
√ ưƜĠĠs
√ ĺƜƸŉư ưƜĠĠs
√ ū�ưŉǐĠ ƙŠ�ūưs
√ ď�ĻĻĠĘ ũƸŠđŃ ƙƜŶĘƸđưs

CALL 2R ST2P B< T2 PLA1
<2UR 1E;T PR2-ECT :IT+ 2UR
LA1DSCAPE DESI*1 E;PERT.
484-274-3459 (Landscaping)
570-386-2824 (Garden Center)
+OUR6� 'AIL< �-5 • 6UN 12-5

Rt. 309
Snyders

We carry high quality,
poly outdoor furniture!

Garrett has been involved in his family’s landscape business for over forty
years, alongside his older brother Bill, who is a certified EP Henry dealer
and hardscape installer. In 1992 he graduated from Temple University with
a BS in Landscape Architecture with an emphasis on naturalistic landscape
design. He immediately began working for Petritsch Lawns and Landscaping
as a designer and crew foreman of their landscape division. Honing his skills
from working on various projects, his affinity for natural products expanded,
often incorporating boulders, flagstone, native plants, etc. With an increased
interest in horticulture, he received a PCH (PA Certified Horticulturist) from
Penn State University and later an SLC (Sustainable Landscape Certificate).

In 2021Garrett’s parents, Henry andDiane, retired after serving the community
for many years. Inspired by their parents’ hard work and dedication, both
Bill and Garrett started their own businesses. Bill is the proprietor of WH
Enterprises, focusing on hardscaping, excavating and has a location where
he sells stone & mulch products. Garrett owns and operates Petritsch
Landscaping and Garden Center where you can find a large variety of both
ornamental and native trees, shrubs and perennials. Whether updating your
garden or starting with a clean slate, choosing a traditional landscape or taking
a naturalistic approach employing native plant and construction materials,
Garrett and his expert crew are ready to make your vision a reality.

HOURS: DAILY 9-5 • SUN 12-5

Rt. 309 • Snyders
484-274-3459 (Landscaping) • 570-386-2824 (Garden Center)

PETRITSCH LANDSCAPING
& GARDEN CENTER LLC
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The days are growing longer and warm-
er, coaxing you to step outside and enjoy
the invigorating spring air. Warmer weath-
er also means it’s time to tackle some im-
portant chores. Here’s an overview:

1. Inspect the roof. Check for miss-
ing shingles, popped nails, standing water,
membrane damage and signs of mold. If you
notice any of these signs, repairs are need-
ed.

2. Clean the gutters. Look for cracks
and remove debris that could prevent wa-
ter from draining. Make sure water drains
away from the foundation.

3. Look at the attic and ceiling.
Look for signs of leakage, such as rings,
mold or peeling paint. Check also for nests
or droppings that indicate the presence of
unwanted pests.

4. Inspect the foundation. If you
notice narrow cracks, seal them with an ap-
propriate product. Consult an expert if the
cracks are wider than a quarter of an inch.

5. Examine the windows. Check
for damaged caulking and replace it if nec-
essary. Ensure all your windows open and
close smoothly and the screens are intact.

6. Deal with exterior taps. Turn on

the water and inspect the tap for leaks. Cov-
er the mouth of the faucet with your thumb.
If everything is functioning properly, you
shouldn’t be able to stop the flow easily.

7. Prepare the soil. Fertilize and
amend the soil as needed. If you haven’t
done this in a few years, consider getting
a soil analysis to determine how to boost
plant growth.

8. Trim vegetation. Cut back peren-
nials you didn’t get to in the fall and trim
any branches that are dangerously close to
your house. Remove broken branches that
didn’t survive the winter.

9. Maintain your gardening tools.
Ensure your hedge trimmer, lawnmow-
er, edger and other tools are ready to use.
Sharpen the blades, check the oil levels and
clean or replace any parts as necessary.

10. Test your air conditioner. Fol-
low the manufacturer’s recommendations
on changing or cleaning your air condition-
er’s filters and coils. Then, turn it on, test it
and fix any issues before the first heat wave
hits.

Call a maintenance professional or get
started right away and make the most of
this spring.

10 essential springtime tasks
Traditional blue home exterior in Puyallup with wood siding and elegant front door. Northwest, USA
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$ 7500 OFF SINGLE-WIDE DOOR

$15000 OFF DOUBLE-WIDE DOOR

Buy any new garage door and receive a
discount on the installed purchase price.

With coupon only� Not valid Xith any
door discounts� 25�

$2500 OFF
OPENER

Buy any new
garage door
opener and

receive a discount
on the installed
purchase price.

With coupon only.

Expires 12/31/25.

Smart
WiFi

Overhead Door Company of Allentown™

4498 Commerce Drive - Whitehall, PA 18052
CALL: 610-262-3530
www.OHDAllentown.com

Visit our website
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DESIGN YOUR GARGAGE DOOR
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Service is our family tradition at Overhead Door

r

Whether you’re a homeowner
needing service for your garage
door opener, or a builder looking
to contract with a reliable
company for garage doors,
Overhead Door Company of
Allentown™ is ready to serve
you.

For more than 60 years, the
Potocnie family has been
serving both residential and
commercial customers in the
Lehigh Valley, the Poconos
and Bucks County with garage
doors, garage door openers and
loading dock equipment. Now,
a third generation of the family
is part of the business. The late
James J. Potocnie established
Overhead Door Company in 1962,
working long hours to build up
the business with the help of his
wife, Rosie.

His son, James M. Potocnie,
worked with his father for years
and eventually became sole
proprietor. The third generation,
Michael and his younger brother
Andrew, are a part of the

company, working in sales for
more than 20 years respectively.
They, along with 25 full-time
employees, provide prompt,
courteous and expert customer
service.

We have been recognized by the
WhitehallChamberof Commerce
as ‘Outstanding Business of
the Year’, the Women’s Choice
Award for over a decade, and
we are members of several
professional organizations.

We were recognized by Overhead
Door Corporation as the largest
Overhead Door distributor in
a small market area. Our sales
force has good relationships
with the area’s top architects,
commercial contractors and
residential builders, and serves
individual homeowners with the
same expertise and courtesy.

Visit our showroom at 4498
Commerce Drive, Whitehall,
and call 610-262-3530, visit our
website at ohdallentown.com, or
visit us on our Facebook page.
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Watering your garden may
seem like a simple task, but it can
be one of the trickiest parts of car-
ing for your growing vegetables.
A few small habits can make the
difference between thriving plants
and struggling ones. Be careful to
avoid these watering mistakes.

1. Underwatering or over-
watering

Underwatered plants can wilt,
grow slowly and produce small
harvests. Overwatered plants may
develop root rot, yellowing leaves
and fungal issues. Instead of stick-
ing to a rigid schedule, keep an eye
on your soil. If the top inch is dry,
it’s time to water.

2. Watering during the
heat of the day

If you water your plants at mid-
day, the sun and heat cause the wa-
ter to evaporate before the plants
benefit from it. The best time to
water is early morning, when tem-
peratures are cooler. Your plants
will have time to absorb the mois-
ture before the sun gets too strong.

3. Splashing water or soil
onto the leaves

Wet leaves create the perfect en-
vironment for diseases like blight
and powdery mildew. Aim your
water at the base of the plant, not
the foliage. Soaker hoses and drip
irrigation systems are especial-
ly helpful for keeping leaves dry

while delivering moisture to the
roots.

4. Letting rainwater go to
waste

Rainwater is free, eco-friend-
ly, naturally soft and often better
for plants than hose water. This
makes it ideal for vegetable gar-
dens. Collect it in barrels or con-
tainers; it’ll reduce your water
bill and ensure you have a supply
during dry spells.

By implementing these wa-
tering techniques, you can grow
healthier plants and have a more
productive harvest.

4 common watering mistakes to avoid

Woman with watering can watering plants in the backyard garden, bushes Hydrangea Hosta Rose. Nature,

Oil Company & Mini Marts Inc.
SERVING THE HEATING OIL & FUEL NEEDS OF
SCHUYLKILL, CARBON & LUZERNE COUNTIES.
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TODAY $150.00

WWW.FEGLEYS.COM
OUGHU onlinH� 1-800-572-4925

Free Estimates
ooonnn RRReeeppplllaaaccceeemmmeeennntttsss &&&
New Installations
furnaces | water heaters | boilers

�our year-round Ħeating specialists
Ĝor Ŵuality serƠice and great Ơalue
Guaranteeþ systems
�ast ˫ reliaöle repair
SnspectiŒns ˫ maintenance

FFFamiiillly bbbusiiiness siiince 111999444999

MONUMENT
CLEANING

Contact us for pricing
& more information.

Main Street @ Dreher Ave, Stroudsburg | stroudsburggranite.com
(570) 421-3591 | (610) 681-6968
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2022 Main Street, Northampton, PA (Lower Level Rear)
610-440-0245 • afforadblepetcenterinc.com
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3691 Eberhart Road
Whitehall PA 18052

Phone (610� 432-0299
Fa[ (610� 432-1081

whitehallturf@enter.net

Outdoor Power and
Turf Equipment Specialists

AFFORDABLE 3ET CE1TER I1C.

SELF-SERVE '2* :ASH
Washing your dog Must got easier! SNip the fuss and mess at
home and Yisit our Self-SerYe Dog Wash in store. It
s easy to
use for both you and your pet! -ust insert your money� push a
button� and the wash begins! We haYe aprons and towels here
at the store and steps to maNe getting into the wash easy for
small dogs.

The Self-SerYe Dog Wash can hold large dogs� the ma[ weight
is 300 lbs. After each wash� our team remoYes all hair left
behind� saniti]es the area� and washes the used towels.

Stop in to groom your dog� and don
t
forget a treat or toy afterwards!

2022 Main Street� 1orthampton� 3a 18067
affordablepetcenterinc.com

610-440-0245

• Create a compost pile. Composting is
an eco-friendly way to enrich lawns and
gardens. Composting helps to conserve
water because compost promotes
moisture retention in soil, reducing
homeowners’ need to water their lawns
and gardens while also helping them
to save money on their water bills.
Composting also helps homeowners
avoid the need to use potentially harmful
chemical fertilizers because compost is a
natural, slow release fertilizer.

• Water at the right times of day.
Homeowners who water their lawns
and gardens at the right time of day can
help the planet and reduce their energy
bills. Watering during the coolest times
of the day means less water will be lost
to evaporation, ensuring water-needy

soil will get all it needs to help lawns and
gardens thrive. Early morning watering
before the sun reaches its midday peak
and/or evening watering as the sun is
setting are typically great times to water
lawns and gardens, rather than when
temperatures are at their hottest.

• Use a rain barrel. Rain barrels provide
another great way to conserve water
while tending to lawns and gardens. Rain
barrels collect and store rain water from
roofs and downspouts, keeping water
from washing into sewage systems
where it can’t be put to good use. Water
collected in rain barrels can be used in
various ways. Many homeowners can
use water from rain barrels to water their
lawns, gardens and houseplants, saving
money on their water bills along the way.

WHITEHALL TURF
EQUIPMENT

Go Green In Your Lawn and Garden This Spring
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As the days get longer and warm-
er, you may find yourself anticipating
how to make the most of your outdoor
living space. Here’s some advice to en-
sure your backyard is ready for sum-
mer.

The patio and fence
Since the patio and fence are prom-

inent features of your outdoor living
area, their appearance will set the
tone for the space. Sweep away any
rocks, leaves and other de¬bris before
cleaning the patio and fence with a
pressure washer and specialized prod-
uct. Make sure you choose the right
setting so you don’t damage the sur-
face. Depending on the material, apply
a coat of varnish or paint to freshen up
and protect these backyard features.

The furniture
As you take each piece of furniture

out of storage, check to make sure it’s
in good condition. You may need to

wash it to spot rust, stains or other
signs of damage. In some cases, you
might get another season out of your
furniture by applying a new coat of
paint. Additionally, worn cushions
can be replaced or repaired by a pro-
fessional. However, if your patio fur-
niture has seen better days, consider
starting off the season with a new set-
up.

The barbecue
To make sure you’re ready for sum-

mer cook¬outs, clean all the stain-
less-steel surfaces of your barbecue.
Be sure to check the con¬dition of the
grates and any other components that
come in contact with food. Finally, in-
spect the propane tank and test each
burner.

By following these tips, you’ll soon
be ready to enjoy lazy afternoons and
warm evenings outside.

Spring cleaning: get your backyard ready for summer

power washing - man cleaning terrace with a power washer - high water pressure
cleaner on wooden terrace surface

PAVING OR PATCHING STONE & GRADING
EXCAVATING$200 OFF

1000 Sq. Ft. Min.

$100 OFF
500 Sq. Ft. Min. $200 OFF Zith this coupon

Not valid with other offers or prior contracts. Offer expires 5/9/2026.
Zith this coupon

Not valid with other offers or prior contracts. Offer expires 5/9/2026.

TAR & CHIP
$2.25 sT. ft.

Not valid with other offers or prior contracts. Offer expires 5/9/2026.

additional stone not included, PiniPuP 1,500 sq. ft.
Discounts can’t be combined.
with this coupon

All Your Asphalt 1eeds�
Residential 	 Commercial

• Locally Owned & Operated
• Fully Licensed & Insured Property Management

• Owner Supervised • All Modern Equipment
• 2 Year Full Guarantee

Buyer Be Aware: AsN questions. “Factor\
Authorized”, “Certified”, “Licensed” 	

“Guaranteed” are all terPs found in ads
that need to Ee questioned 	 understood.
Licensed 	 certified E\ ZhoP" What

protection does the guarantee offer" Find
out Eefore \ou act.

IT
S NOT JUST $ %USINESS, IT
S OUR N$0E

RichaRd diehl and SonS 3aving, llc
:e go anywhere q Info@RichardDiehlpaving.com

610-377-8993 v 610-760-0920 v 570-325-3605

NOT AFFILIATED
WITH DIEHL INC.

ProYHrEV 1:7
7KH IHDr oI tKH /orG is tKH EHJinninJ
oI NnoZOHGJH. /Ht IooOs GHsSisH ZisGoP

	 instruction.

UPGRADE YOUR HOME
Let us take your projects to the next level!

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE
TODAY!

380 Sand Quarry Rd, Palmerton, PA 18071
ybconline.com 610-826-2323
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Do you want to adopt
eco-friendly habits without
adding extra work to your rou-
tine? Start grasscycling and
leafcycling! Learn more about
these practices.

The principle
Grasscycling involves leav-

ing grass clippings on your
lawn after mowing. Skip the
raking and yard waste bags.
Just mow as usual and let the
clippings decompose naturally.
As they break down, they re-
turn valuable nutrients to the
soil and feed your lawn.

Leafcycling follows the same

principle, but with dead leaves.
As summer gradually gives
way to fall, run your mower
over the fallen leaves to shred
them into small pieces. Leave
the fragments on your lawn.
This will allow the soil to ab-
sorb useful nutrients.

The benefits
In addition to creating natu-

ral fertilizer, these two practic-
es offer several clear advantag-
es:

• In summer, grasscy-
cling helps the soil retain mois-
ture, significantly reducing the
need for watering

• In winter, leafcycling
creates a protective layer that
shelters insects and beneficial
microorganisms

• You reduce the amount
of green waste sent to landfills,
cutting down on polluting emis-
sions associated with transpor-
tation and landfill disposal

• Soil fertilized with
its own organic matter resists
disease better than soil treat-
ed with commercial synthetic
products

Tips
These habits can simpli-

fy your life by saving you the
chore of collection. Addition-
ally, you can use green waste
around shrubs and flower beds
to help them grow better. Col-
lect some of the grass clippings
and use them to nourish your
hydrangeas, rhododendrons
and other plants.

Do you want to take your
grasscycling and leafcycling
practices to the next level?
When mowing your lawn, leave
small patches of dandelions or
clover unmowed to support pol-
linators that use these plants

as a food source. These simple
steps can transform your lawn
into a true ecological haven.

In short, you can take sever-
al steps to help maintain your
soil in an eco-friendly way. Ul-
timately, you’ll save money, re-
duce your water consumption
and help the planet. Consider-
ing that many municipalities
ban grass clippings from reg-
ular trash, now is the perfect
time to start this new habit.

Do you need to get properly
equipped for the mowing sea-
son? Visit your local retailers.

Grasscycling and leafcycling: simple, eco-friendly practices to try now

Is maintaining your
lawn becoming a chore?
You might want to consid-
er replacing part of your
grass with ground cover
plants. These low-grow-
ing plants have many
advantages and support
local biodiversity. Here
are three great reasons to
make the switch, plus a
few easy varieties to try.

1. Save time on main-
tenance

A diverse lawn resists
disease, pests and harsh
weather better than grass
alone. Ground cover
plants spread quickly and
crowd out weeds natural-
ly. Say goodbye to chemi-
cal sprays!

They also form a pro-
tective layer over the soil,

which helps to slow water
evaporation. This means
your lawn will bounce
back more easily from
summer drought, espe-
cially in sparser areas,
such as spots under trees
or in shady corners.

2. Add style and orig-
inality to your yard

Who says lawns must
be green? Many types of

ground cover bloom for
weeks, adding a touch of
color and originality to
your landscaping. Plant
them along pathways,
near low walls or between
decorative pavers, and let
nature do its work.

3. Support the envi-
ronment

Ground cover plants
generally require less

watering than tradition-
al turf. They also attract
pollinators and provide a
valuable source of food,
especially late in the sea-
son. Support the bees and
butterflies!

You have plenty to
choose from when it
comes to ground cov-
er plants. For example,
white clover and lesser

periwinkle grow almost
anywhere. Creeping
thyme tolerates light foot
traffic, and sedum is rela-
tively resistant to drought
and temperature swings.

Visit a garden center or
nursery in your area for
more information about
ground cover plants.

3 benefits of ground cover plants: varieties to explore
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Do you need to replace your
old toilet? Installing a low-flow
model is an eco-friendly choice
that can help you conserve a lot
of water. Here’s an overview.

How it works
Depending on where you

live, toilets can account for up
to one-third of all drinking wa-
ter used in a home. The higher
frequency of droughts is caus-
ing increased scarcity of water.
Therefore, it’s more crucial
than ever to find solutions that
can conserve this precious re-
source.

A standard toilet uses about
three and a half gallons of water
per flush. The amount required
for low-flow models is dramati-
cally lower. For example, some
use less than a gallon per flush.
Additionally, certain models
combine water pressure with
gravity to move waste efficient-
ly while using far less water,

significantly reducing house-
hold consumption.

Special features
Before you choose a model,

consider a few factors related
to your home’s plumbing. If
you live in a newly built home,
the smooth, narrow plastic pip-
ing allows waste to flow easily,
even with reduced flush vol-
umes.

If you live in an older home
with cast-iron pipes, the water
pressure may be lower due to
the pipes’ larger circumfer-
ence. In this case, a dual-flush
toilet would be a wise option. It
allows you to choose one flush
type for liquids and a slightly
stronger one for solids to help
ensure everything clears prop-
erly.

Hire a certified plumber in
your area to install your new
toilet properly.

Do your part for the planet by installing a low-flow toilet!
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575 Chestnut Street, Emmaus • (610) 965-9851
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9am-5pm • Thurs. 9am-7pm • Sun. Closed

Evening hours by appointment
WWW.KLECKNERANDSONS.COM

MASSIVE SHOWROOM!
STOP BY AND CHECK OUT OUR

“Serviceis our mostimportantproduct”

Kleckner’s: The Latest in Quality Products;
the Same Personalized Service

“6erYLce Is 2ur Most ImportaQt Product”
2 LOCATIONS TO SER9E YOU

KLECKNER’S
“TKe Leader”

575 Chestnut St.� Emmaus v 2177 MacArthur Rd.� Whitehall
www.klecknerandsons.com

EMMAUS WHITEHALL
Mon.-Sat. 9 am-5 pm
Thur. 9 am-7 pm
Closed Sunday

Mon.-Fri.
8�30 am-8�30 pm
Sat. 8�30 am-5 pm

Open Sun. Noon-4 pm

610-965-9851 610-433-4202

Come check out the fully functional state-
of-the-art kitchen at our Emmaus location!

Kleckner and Sons, one of the oldest family-owned
appliance stores in the /ehigh 9alley, is still going strong,
with two convenient locations, at 575 &hestnut Street in
Emmaus and �177 MacArthur Road in Whitehall.
After �1 years, Kleckner and Sons continues to succeed
because of the familyos dedication to Tuality and service.
Allen Kleckner, his son Roy and his son-in-law, -oseph

George, opened their first store in 19�5 at ��1 Main St. in
Egypt. ,n the early 197�s, -oseph Georgeos sons, Donald
and Dale George, took over ownership of the business,
which is still considered “The /eaderq in appliance sales
and service today.
The main store is the oldest business on MacArthur

Road and is now owned by Doreen &antalini and Todd
George, great-granddaughter and great-grandson of Allen
Kleckner. The Emmaus store has been serving the
community since 19�� and is open � days a week.
Kleckneros always has a large selection of the latest

in name brand appliances available and will service
everything they sell. Their knowledge and commitment to
personali]ed service helps them stand out compared to
other appliance stores.
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When you create a new garden,
one of your first decisions will be
whether to use raised beds or in-
ground plots. To make the best
choice, you should consider your
space, soil and gardening goals.
Here’s a quick overview of each
option.

Raised bed gardening
Raised gardening or container

gardening is fantastic for begin-
ners as it gives you control over
soil conditions and ease of main-
tenance. For example, you can fill
raised beds with high-quality soil
and avoid soil-related issues like
poor drainage or nutrient deficien-
cies. If your yard has clay or sandy
soil, raised beds give you a fresh

start with the soil you use, so you
can ensure optimal conditions for a
successful garden.

Additionally, raised beds are
easy on the back and reduce the
need for bending or kneeling. This
makes them more accessible to
work in, especially if you have lim-
ited mobility. Moreover, the soil in
raised beds warms up more quick-
ly in the spring, helping extend the
growing season. This is especially
beneficial for northern gardeners.

In-ground gardening
Traditional in-ground gardens

are great if you’ve always dreamt
of a large, expansive gardening
space. It gives you enough room to

plant a wider variety of crops, espe-
cially those requiring more space,
like pumpkins, melons and corn.

A big advantage of an in-ground
garden is cost. You don’t need to
build or fill a raised structure, so
it’s a cheap way to start growing
your own food. Plus, plants in the
ground establish deeper root sys-
tems, making them stronger and
more resilient.

Both gardening methods have
benefits, so mix and match or pick
the style that best fits your gar-
dening style. Start your gardening
journey with the right supplies
from a local gardening store to
bring your vision to life.

Raised beds vs. an in-ground garden

✸ FREE ESTIMATES ✸FREE ESTIMATES

Now Working Together, For You...
With Countrywide Enterprises.

• Roofinggg • SSSidinggg •Windows

3295 Forest Inn Road, Palmerton
Weekdays (M-F) 9:00am to 5:00pm

Evenings & Weekends by Appointment
OR... CALL NOW! 610-824-2222

HOMESOLUTIONSPARTNERS.COM
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Solution
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FIRE, WATER &
STORM DAMAGE

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

The Name You Know, The Name
You Trust!

610-826-2400 PalmertonGarageDoors.net 3785 Forest Inn Road Palmerton, PA 18071

PALMERTON GARAGE DOOR

NEW DOOR INSTALLS
REPAIR
SERVICE
RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
FREE ESTIMATES

CALL US
NOW!

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

Walters Monument Company
348 East White Street, Summit Hill | 570-645-3415

- monuments
- markers

- benches - lettering
- repairs
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2nd Generation Craftsmanship
2nd Generation Familyyy Business

Custom Monument Designs

-
WINNER
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If you notice that your
hostas are no longer send-
ing up new shoots—or if
they’re taking over your
garden—it may be time
to split them into new
plants. Here’s how to di-
vide your hostas:

1. Use a sharp-edged
spade to dig a hole around
the plant. Slide the spade
under the root clump and
lift it out of the ground.

2. Separate the roots
by hand or use a knife to
slice plant crowns away
from the main plant. Try
to avoid cutting the roots.

3. Replant the cut-
away hostas in the de-

sired location. Make sure
to dig a hole that’s wide
enough for the plant’s
roots to fully extend. Fill
in the holes with nutri-
ent-rich soil and cover
the area with mulch.

4. Water the re-
planted hostas every few
days for the first two
weeks after replanting.

Dividing hostas pro-
motes new growth, im-
proves their appearance
and gives you new plants
to work with in your yard.
To learn more about hos-
tas and other perennials,
visit your local garden
center.

How to divide hostas

Lang’s Landscaping Inc.
135 Sunny Rest Dr., Palmerton, PA 18071

Fully Licensed and Insured.
Hardscaping, Landscaping and Tree Service.
Family run with over 30 years experience.

Call us today for a free estimate! 610-852-5352
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Lehighton, 3$ 18235
570-386-4758
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A.J. HENRY LUMBER CO.
3846 PAR. AVE., NEFFS, PA 610-767-3884
MON.-FRI. 7:30-4; Closed Weekends

Come check out
our COLOR
SAMPLES
on DeckinJ and
RailinJ Products

BUIL'
A %(77(R %AC. <ARD
ZLWK 75EX

Celebrating Our 90 th Year!

Call us to schedule your
septic cleaning today!

610-377-1971 • Lehighton

• RESIDENTIAL • INDUSTRIAL
• COMMERCIAL • CLEANING
• INSTALLATION • REPAIRS

Spring INTOAction
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Have you recently
started renovations and
stripped your beautiful
wood flooring to bring
back its shine? Applying
the right finishing prod-
uct is key. Which one
should you choose? Here
are a few suggestions.

Stains
Stains are affordable,

easy to find and great
for restoring your floor’s
timeless charm. Keep
these points in mind
when choosing between a
water- or oil-based stain:

• W a t e r - b a s e d
stains contain minimal
volatile organic com-
pounds (VOCs), making
them an environmental-
ly friendly choice. They
dry fairly quickly, but
they can make scratches
more visible, especially
the higher-gloss formula-
tions.

• Oil-based stains
are extremely mois-
ture-resistant and easy to
maintain. However, they

contain more VOCs and
are flammable, which is
a significant consider-
ation.

Finishing oils
These products are

attractive because they
come from natural sourc-
es. Linseed oil and tung
oil, for example, require
very little energy to pro-
duce. However, they
release VOCs when ap-
plied, so the room must
be well ventilated during
the finishing process.

An interesting fact:
finishing oils penetrate
deeply into the wood,
providing long-lasting
protection. Unlike var-
nishes, which aren’t very
environmentally friend-
ly, you can touch up oils
only in the necessary
spots without having to
strip the entire floor.

Are you wondering
which product would be
best for your wood floor?
Consult a flooring profes-
sional near you.

Wood floor finishing: which product should you choose?

Large foyer with stone fireplace in family room

Smoke Alarms
at Home

National Fire
Protection Association

The leading information and knowledge
on fire, electrical and related hazards
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Smoke alarms are a key part of a
home fire escape plan. When there is
a fire, smoke spreads fast. Working
smoke alarms give you early warning
so you can get outside quickly.

Representing buyers and sellers
with intergrity and expertise.
Call or visit us online today
to start your search!

3295 Forest Inn Rd
Suite 8

Palmerton
610-826-2232

Your Local Real Estate Team
Here to find the home you always pictured.

Wed.-Fri. 9-6; Sat. 9-5
570-386-5059

We 1ook +orward to
seeing >ou soon!

Openin& for the
season �pril T!

Located in S Tamaqua at intersection of 309 & 443

Qualit\ 2utdoor Iurniture Ħ 6Sring ōowers
&anned goods 	 &andies Ħ %rown eggs
Potting soil 	 PulFK Ħ $nd PuFK Pore!

FARM MARKET
PleasantHills

CO1STR8CTIO1 SERVICES

570-645-8405

We Can Do It
All!

6iding� :indoZV�
+ome Remodeling…

CALL NOW
TO GET ON OUR

SPRING SCHEDULE FREE ESTIMATES
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GuttersRoofing Siding

10% OFF

ROOF

REPLACEMENT

OFFER ENDS 5/15/26

15% OFF

New Gutters

and Guards

OFFER ENDS 5/15/26

FREE

GUTTERS WITH

NEW ROOF

OFFER ENDS 5/15/26

Additional

5% OFF ALL

SENIORS

OFFER ENDS 5/15/26

Windows
/Doors

e
Walnutport, PA 18088
www.lehighgap.com

CALL TODAY! 610-978-6983

No

Paym
ents

No

Inter
est

1 Year

Will Your Roof Make it through another year?

Call Today for Your

FREE Roof Inspection

Don’t let this happen to your Home!

SHI

800 South Best Ave
W l t t PA 1808

Walnutport, PA — Lehigh Gap Exteriors is a locally
owned and operated exterior home improvement
company dedicated to helping homeowners
protect and enhance their homes with high-quality
workmanship and dependable service.
Serving communities throughout the Lehigh Valley,
Lehigh Gap Exteriors specializes in roofing, siding,
gutters, and other exterior upgrades designed to
improve both the durability and appearance of homes.
The company’s approach is simple: provide honest
guidance, use quality materials, and complete every
project with attention to detail and professionalism.
From the first phone call to the final inspection, the
Lehigh Gap Exteriors team focuses on making the
process smooth and stress-free for homeowners.

Each project begins with a thorough inspection and
consultation so customers understand their options
and can make informed decisions about their home.
As a proud member of the local business community,
Lehigh Gap Exteriors is committed to supporting
the neighborhoods it serves and building long-term
relationships with customers.
Homeowners interested in learning more about
roofing, siding, or exterior improvements can contact
Lehigh Gap Exteriors to schedule an estimate or
consultation.

Lehigh Gap Exteriors
Walnutport, Pennsylvania
610-824-4888 | www.lehighgap.com

Lehigh Gap Exteriors Proudly Serves Lehigh Valley
Homeowners with Quality Exterior Solutions
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SSSubbbscriiibbbe • SSSupporttt • AAAdddvertttiiise
800-596-6397 | tnonline.com

M E D I A G R O U P

SPRING INTO
this seasons events
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Spring cleaning is the perfect
opportunity to refresh your home
after a long winter. Your spring-
time spruce-up will go smoothly if
you have everything you need on
hand. Use this handy checklist.

Products
These must-have products will

make cleaning a breeze:

• Eco-friendly cleaners.
Use biodegradable products to
clean your windows, mirrors and
kitchen and bathroom surfaces.

• Stain remover. This prod-
uct is essential for restoring the ap-
pearance of your carpets, curtains
and upholstered furniture.

• White vinegar, baking
soda and lemon juice. If you pre-
fer DIY solutions, these inexpen-

sive natural products can degrease,
disinfect and deodorize your space
without harming the environment.

• Wood-care products.
Clean, protect and shine your fin-
est wood furniture and floors.

Accessories
Don’t overlook these cleaning

accessories:

• Microfiber cloths. Reus-
able and absorbent, they’re perfect
for cleaning all types of surfaces.

• Bucket and mop. Look
for an easy-spin model for faster
cleaning.

• Magic eraser sponge.
Ideal for removing stubborn stains
from hard surfaces, it’ll even clean
children’s drawings from your

walls.

• Brushes. Remove stub-
born stains from tile joints and
hard-to-reach corners. An old
toothbrush is great for tight spaces.

• Squeegee. This gadget is
perfect for making your windows
sparkle in no time.

• Rubber gloves. Protect
your hands from harsh cleaning
products and water.

• Vacuum cleaner. Brooms
have their limits. Invest in a
high-performance vacuum cleaner
to effectively clean every nook and
cranny of your home.

Visit your local shops to get ev-
erything you need to tackle your
spring cleaning.

Do you have all the spring-cleaning products and accessories you need?
Check out this checklist!

Higgighheehhessttsst Quaaualliillittiityytty Plaalannaanttnntss grroorrowwn innin MooMoororeeorore Towwnsshhiihhippiip

Filchner’s
Plants & Produce
igggighhhggheeehhessseestttsst Quaaaualllaaliiillitttiityyytty Plaaalannnaantttnntssstts grrrgrooorrowwwoown innnin MoooMoorororoooreeeorore Towwwownsssnshhhsshiiihhi

&
We GrowWhat We Sell!

il h ’
BBBEEESSSTTT-KKKEEEPPPTTT SSSEEECCCRRREEETTT IIINNN TTTHHHEEE LLLEEEHHHIIIGGGHHH VVVAAALLLLLLEEEYYY

Bare Root Strawberry Plants
	 Asparagus Plants

Seeds: Seed Potatoes, Sweet Corn,
Peas, String Beans, Radishes, Carrots,

Turnips, Red Beets, Etc.

1-Gallon Tomato Plants-
38 Varieties Available

Concrete Ornaments, Granite Benches
	 Birdbaths

ONION
SETS

PROPANE
PPP888000PPPIIINNN*** SSSTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN

$2OFF
REFILLS

FILCHNER’S PLANTS & PRODUCE
610-837-9582
With this coupon.

Not valid with other offers or prior purchases.
Expires 6/28/26.

e

PROFESSIONAL
POTTING SOIL

AND
RAISED BED SOILS

AVAILABLE

5�8 MONOCACY DR � BATH � �10-837-�58� � 3.5 MI N OF BATH ALONG RTE �87
WEEKDAYS �-5 AND SATURDAYS 	 SUNDAYS �-3

)5EE
ESTIMATES
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Did you know that ash from
wood-burning stoves and fireplaces is
good for your garden? Wood ash is rich
in potassium and other minerals that
growing plants need. It’s also highly
alkaline, which makes it an ideal sub-
stitute for lime when your soil is too
acidic.

Before using ash in your garden,
make sure it isn’t derived from paint-
ed or varnished wood, charcoal or fake
logs.

You should also do a soil test. If your
soil already has a pH of seven or higher,
it’s best to avoid using ash so that the

ground doesn’t become too alkaline for
plants to thrive in.

Sprinkle cooled ash over your lawn
to promote grass growth, or place a
few handfuls around hardwood trees
to provide vital nutrients. Ash is also
excellent for adding to vegetable beds,
especially around tomato plants, which
require extra potassium. Avoid putting
it near acid-loving plants like blueber-
ries, rhododendrons, marigolds and po-
tatoes.

To learn more about the gardening
benefits of wood ash, visit your local
garden center.

How to use wood ash in
your garden

American Heart
Association®

Fighting Heart Disease and Stroke
www.americanheart.org

125 South 7th Street
Allentown, PA

610-433-6861

Allentown Fairgrounds
Farmers Market

484-661-5100
www.davesvac.com • Largest Selection in the Lehigh Valley

570-668-4239

LEWISTOWN
VALLEY

GREENHOUSE

PANSIES, HOUSEPLANTS,
HANGING BASKETS,

MOTHER’S �AY FLOWERS,
ANNUALS, PERENNIALS,
VEGETABLE PLANTS

570 668 4239
1051 Catawissa Rd., Tamaqua

No Sunday Sales
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QUALITY AND SERVICE DRIVE
PENNSYLVANIA LAWN & LANDSCAPE
For over 30 years, Pennsylvania Lawn & Landscape has been serving the Lehigh Valley and surrounding
areas. A full service design/build and maintenance company, we have the experts to not only beautify
your property, but regularly maintain it as well.

Our strength is in our people. Each person is part of a division, from fertilization to lawn maintenance
and landscape to hardscaping. Each division has its particular focus and therefore through education,
hands-on training and experience in their discipline, our technicians and installers have become some of
the best in their field. While each division has it’s own concentration, they are encouraged to coordinate
and communicate with one another to better serve our customers with multiple needs. This way, each
and every installation, application and task is completed correctly and without interference from one
another. Additionally, this saves our customers money and stress from problems caused by having
several different companies doing different things on one property that may disrupt or hamper the
effectiveness of another.

We are dedicated to treating every property as if it were our own back yard, and strive to exceed
expectations. We use quality materials and provide superior craftsmanship to ensure the delight of our
customers during the job and after we leave their property. As with any company in the service business,
word of mouth is the best form of advertising and those positive recommendations are why we have
been able to grow and evolve into what we are today.

3439 Weidasville Rd, Orefield, PA 18069 | 610-395-9821 | www.palawnlandscape.com

LANDSCAPING HARDSCAPING LAWN CARE MAINTENANCE LANDSCAPE
LIGHTING
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Is your front or back yard in need of
a little love? Building a low wall is an
excellent way to delineate your space
and enhance the beauty of your land-
scaping.

Numerous advantages
Adding a low wall to separate differ-

ent areas of your yard creates a cohe-
sive look that brings order to uneven
surfaces. This is especially beneficial
on properties with steep slopes.

If the wall faces south, it can ab-
sorb the sun’s heat and transfer that
warmth to nearby plants, encouraging
healthy growth. When properly con-
structed on a solid footing, a low wall
is durable and adds charm to your
property.

Different materials
You can build your low wall from

various materials, including:

• Prefabricated concrete blocks,
which provide a clean, classic appear-
ance

• Cut stone, which provides a
natural, rustic look

• Brick, which creates a re-
fined, timeless esthetic

• Glass blocks, which provide
an original, avant-garde look

Do you want to give your yard a lit-
tle more structure and style? Contact
a landscaping expert in your area and
have a custom low wall built for you.

Is your yard lacking character?
Add a low wall!

Do you have the urge to do some
gardening, but feel the yard you want
to beautify lacks direct sunlight? No
worries! Many magnificent plants
thrive in the shade. Take a look at
these options.

• Astilbe. Add a splash of color
to your garden with these pink, red,
mauve or white flowers. These deli-
cate blooms will create a cheerful at-
mosphere.

• Azalea. This hardy, low-main-
tenance shrub produces flamboyant
blooms.

• Begonia. This plant yields an
abundance of small flowers that will
infuse your shade garden with whim-
sy.

• Fern. Known for their lacy fo-
liage, ferns are easy to grow. Keep in
mind they can be invasive, so monitor
their growth closely.

• Hosta. This broad-leafed pe-
rennial is adorned with long-stemmed
pink, lavender or white flowers. It
spreads easily, so keep an eye on it!

• Bigleaf hydrangea. This
plant boasts large heads of flowers or
ball-like corymbs that will add a good
dose of color to your garden.

You may also want to consider spe-
cies like yew, fuchsia, forget-me-not,
rhododendron, clematis, impatiens,
foxglove, maidenhair ferns and day-
lilies. There are more options than
you might think! Visit a garden center
near you for personalized advice.

Shady garden?
Here’s what to plant!
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“Where Quality is Affordable”

SSSppprrrrriiiiiiirrirrirrirrinnnnnnniiniiniiniingggggnngnngnngnng SSSaaaaalllllaalaalaalaaleeeeessssseeseeseesees &&& SSSpppeeeeeccccccceeceeceeciiiiiiiccicciccicciaaaaaaaiiaiiaiiaiialllllaalaalaalaalsss
MMModern Kutdoor &urniture

242-4ϴ Delaware �ve., Walmerton
610-826-2900

STOR� HOURS
Mon-Frŝ 9am-5pm ͻ Saƚ 9am-4pm

Sun Noon-4pm
Closed Sundays May-November
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In 2026, homeowners are inspired by
environmental concerns to create out-
door spaces thoughtfully nurtured to
balance beauty, functionality and envi-
ronmental care. Enter the naturalistic
garden trend, an approach to garden-
ing that promotes the natural cycles of
growth.

A more relaxed way of gardening
A departure from the highly curat-

ed, heavily controlled gardens of recent
years, the naturalistic garden is a more

hands-off approach. The goal is to lim-
it human intervention in plant growth
and make more space for the natural
elements—plants, water, insects, soil
and all its micronutrients—to interact
organically. The pristinely manicured
lawn of the past gives way to perenni-
al flowers growing among the blades of
grass.

A focus on sustainability
Ecological well-being is at the heart

of naturalistic gardening. Soil health

improves, thanks to the diversity of spe-
cies and the mulch created by decaying
plant matter. Responsible irrigation
practices incorporate traditional rain-
water collection, as well as innovative
solutions for efficient watering and
moisture detection.

Beauty and function combined
With the introduction of edible spe-

cies, the naturalistic garden becomes
more than a showpiece. Modern gardens
include traditional elements like fruit

trees and vegetable patches. They’re
also introducing edible plants popular
in trendy cuisine. The esthetic appeal
of these functional aspects of the garden
is enhanced with curated features like
decorative trellises and raised growing
boxes.

Are you ready to go wild with your
garden? Talk with a professional land-
scaper who knows the growing condi-
tions in your region.

Trend: the naturalistic garden
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610-865-9100 sectv.com

easy
LIKEASUNUNDAY
MORNING.

Our AwesomeWiFi
and eero are

sectv.com/eero

Call for your
FREE eero trial
aaandmake it a
trruly lovely day!
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WEEKNIGHTS AT 4PM•5PM•6PM•10PM
WFMZ.COM


